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“The greatest threat to our planet is  
the belief that someone else will save it.” ~ Robert Swan

Dear Friend:             May 2022

As SMLC’s Event Planning Committee was contemplating a possible theme for the last Red Barn Bash, we settled 
on the idea of “the Naturehood”. This concept is meant to convey that a community of people are an integral and 
necessary component of successful local land conservation. 

In the Naturehood, the community comes together to protect our local natural resources. This can take many 
forms from donating, to volunteering, to spreading the word, to becoming part of SMLC itself by serving on a 
committee or the Board of Directors.

One important characteristic of the Naturehood is contributing – whether that is time, money and/or your talents; 
the contribution is valuable and advances local land conservation. 

Another important feature is that of the land itself – southeast Michigan has been heavily developed and continues 
to face development pressure. This causes natural lands to become stressed or negatively impacted, and, in some 
cases, destroyed. 

A key purpose of land conservation is to save high-quality natural lands and buffer those, where possible, with 
other lands (that may not be as high-quality) in order to increase “protection” from man-made and natural 
threats. In addition, once lands are protected, whether owned outright or covered by a conservation easement, 
the conservancy’s responsibility - in “perpetuity” – is to manage those lands or uphold the terms of the easements 
(as the private and governmental landowners manage their own lands). 

Therefore, many Naturehood participants actively engage in the work that needs to be done - from putting on the 
Red Barn Bash, to organizing a Rouge Rescue workday, to partnering on the next land protection project. These 
actions ensure the viability of SMLC and the longevity of our efforts.

The Naturehood represents the “neighborhood” coming together; putting in the funds, time and energy; and 
succeeding due to our efforts. This is the underlying spirit that has moved through SMLC for years – a collective 
energy that has never wavered in commitment. Due to this community backing, SMLC was able to weather the 
past two years financially, and we believe 2022 will be just as pivotal. Please support SMLC with your generous 
gift today. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jill A. Lewis 
Executive Director 

PS – Thank you for your 2022 gift to SMLC and your generosity last year too.

 



Our Mission...
The Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy conserves natural 
land and open space - including forests, wetlands, meadows, 
agricultural lands, and places of scenic beauty - to provide 
habitat for wildlife and to enrich the lives of people.

Our Board of Directors...
James McIntyre – President
Mary Ericson – Vice President
Richard Kent – Secretary
Mitch Hall – Treasurer
Donald DeMallie – At-large Officer

Contact Us...
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Road
Superior Township, MI 48198

734-484-6565  •  info@smlcland.org  •  www.smlcland.org
          

        
         This letter is printed on 30% recycled paper.

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Road
Superior Township, MI  48198
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1.  Make a generous donation today.  
Use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift to 
SMLC or make a secure credit card donation 
at www.smlcland.org.

2.  Make a generous pledge today.  
Pledges can be payable over the next 2 
years starting with a payment on the pledge 
before 12-31-22.  All pledges should be paid 
in full no later than 12-31-23.

3.  Tell your family and friends.
Spread the word about SMLC’s good work and 
invite others to join you in participating in 

"local land conservation".
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